








Resident &

By Jupy WIBBELSMAN

Park Meadow's resident Vickie MILLER never fails to greet
her visitors with a beatific smile on her lovely, glowing face.
Tucked into her corner with her television, CD player and

potlight ... vickie Milles

weeks from coal dust pollution that had drifted into town.
Vickie is one of 8 children born to her parents. She
has 3 living sisters and 3 brothers. She has not been

books, she is the portrait of a
loving soul who has found
contentment despite the hard
knocks that life sometimes brings
to us all. Vickie has a delightful
spirit, which she nourishes daily with
her
reading and prayer. Her faith is

morning devotional
strong and has mightily sustained
her through her difficulties.

Vickie has been a resident at
Park Meadows since 2005. She was born and raised a
Lutheran in Saginaw, Michigan in the 1950's. Gifted with a
lovely soprano voice, Vickie majored in music at Saginaw
Valley University with an emphasis on voice and with minor
in history. She was most interested in the
medieval/renaissance period. Following her graduation in
1976, Vickie taught as a substitute teacher at numerous
grade levels for several years. She said she preferred teaching
high school over the lower grades.

The year of her graduation from Saginaw Valley
brought with it another great change to her life. Always
spiritually inclined, Vickie converted to Catholicism from
the Lutheran religion of her childhood.

In 1980, Vickie attended a Catholic Charismatic
Renewal Conference at Franciscan University of
Steubenville in Ohio and was inspired to continue her
education there. She pursued a Masters in Theology and
received her degree from Steubenville in April, 1987. The
two and a half years that she spent there were the best years

of her life, despite being dreadfully sick for the first few

The Bridge

Published quarterly by Friends Across the Ages, Inc.

Jon SuiNN, President DoNNA MITCHELL
DianNE WaLsy, V.P.

STEVE BLAy, Treasurer

Kim MriTcHELL

Jubpy WIBBLESMAN
KEer1 SHINN, Secretary HeatHeR GEIDEL,
Airrison Bray Administrative Coordinator
GEeorGE HamirTON Rutu Hazgen, Honorary

ANDREW MITCHELL Lifetime Board Member

Vickie and Judy

singular in her family in changing
her religion, as one of her
sisters is  inclined towards
Hinduism and one brother is a
pastor in a Pentecostal church.
Vickie came to Gainesville
in 1994 at the invitation of one of
her sisters who had settled here.

shirk her

pursuit of knowledge, she

Never one to
attended City College and received
an Associates Degree in legal assistance. She then worked as
a legal aide here in Gainesville for some time.

When asked if there was anything she missed about
Michigan after being transplanted to the sunny south,
Vickie said she missed the beauty of the snow when it was
freshly fallen. She did not miss, however, the reality of
having to deal with it and drive through it. In addition to her
regular devotional reading, Vickie enjoys historical novels. A
particular favorite is the’Outlander”series, written by Diana Gabaldon.

Vickie does not allow her limited mobility to keep her
confined to Park Meadows. Every so often, she will wheel
her chair onto a city bus and "do lunch” at a nearby
restaurant. She relishes a good board game or game of cards
and is able to indulge in them when she is visited by her
sister, two of her brothers and her father, who all live in town.

Those who know Vickie can attest to her friendliness
and delightful spirit. Her passion for knowledge and quest
for spirituality are a great inspiration, and it is truly a
pleasure to call her a friend.

Honorary Donation

MRs. FLorRENCE VAN ArNaM made a honorary
donation for Ms. Toy WHartLey. Ms. Whitley
founded the "Adopted Grandparents” program at PK.
Young in the '70's, and was involved with taking the
children to Parklands Rehab and Nursing Center.





