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Directors’ Message

b i n g o - a - t h o n  a  b i g  s u c c e s s
The Third Annual Friends Across the Ages “Bingo-A-Thon” event was held Saturday, April 8th, at five
Gainesville nursing homes. Overall, almost 100 volunteers attended the event and more than 100
nursing home residents participated!  The event raised over $3000.

T H A N K S !
Our sincere thanks to everyone that participated in the event. We especially want to thank the
following coordinators for each nursing home; without them there would have been no Bingo-A-Thon!

W I N N E R S !
At the wrap-up party, prizes were awarded to the volunteers who raised the most pledges. Here are the

winners, along with the prizes they received:

It was also our great privilege to recognize Leticia Ewbank with the “Spirit Award”, for her tireless
efforts year-round at making many of the handmade items that were awarded to the nursing home
residents during the Bingo-A-Thon.

The Littlest Friend Across the Ages

Peter Blay (our five month old
son) is no longer the youngest
Friends volunteer!   On May 4,
2006, Jon and Keri Shinn, long-
time Friends volunteers and
board members, welcomed their
son Jonah H. Shinn to the world.
Jonah has already attended his
first board meeting, and with a
smile like his, he is sure to be a
hit at nursing homes all over
Gainesville.

So, congratulations, Jon
and Keri!  Welcome to the
world, Jonah!

Denzel helps Mr. Perry play four
cards at once!

Jacqui (left) and Ashley (middle) help
Florence win  games at University Place

Pat getting Tom Jones ready to play
another game.

Marjorie Douglas wins again at
North Florida Specialty Care Center!

Gainesville Health Care Center – Anne and Joe Schentrup
The Manor at Gainesville – Dan and Ayola Singh-Kreitz, Leanne Mohler
North Florida Rehab & Specialty Care – Jon and Keri Shinn, George Hamilton
Park Meadows – Vi Asmuth, Irene Doyle, Gretchen Grigsby, Dianne Walsh
University Place – Jean Lansford, Ruth Hazen, Mert Chumack

We sincerely appreciate the support of the following businesses and organizations:
Joe’s Place Restaurant – sandwiches and sides for wrap-up party
Barr Systems – space for wrap-up party
Rotaract – set up team for wrap-up party
Chi Phi Fraternity – sent over 20 volunteers to the event
O&P Clinical Technologies – corporate sponsor
Haven Hospice – corporate sponsor
U.F. Hilton Hotel and Conference Center – prize for volunteers
Publix Supermarkets – $50 in supplies
DeConna – Ice Cream  :-)

1st Place – Jenna and Toshi Nishida – One free night at the U.F. Hilton Hotel
2nd Place – Faye Coorpender – $25 Gift Certificate at JCPenney
3rd Place – Agnes Bierbaum – Two Movie Passes
Honorable Mention – Maria ‘Pili’ Paz – Two meals at Boston Market

         



T H E  B R I D G E
Published quarterly by Friends Across the Ages, Inc.

Friends Across the Ages Board of Directors:
George Hamilton, President
Jon Shinn, Vice-President
Steve Blay, Treasurer, Executive Director
Allison Blay, Executive Director
M. Violet Asmuth, Ph.D., Secretary
Merton Chumack
Ireneanne Doyle
Karen Epple, LCSW
Gretchen Grigsby
Ruth Hazen, Honorary Lifetime Board Member

Please consider Friends Across the Ages in your
charitable giving priorities. Your tax deductible
d o n a t i o n  c a n  b e  s e n t  t o  P O  B o x  1 4 6 9 8 ,
Gainesville, FL 32604-4698, or made by credit
card at w w w . a c r o s s t h e a g e s . o r g .

Jean Lansford
Leanne Mohler

Keri Shinn
Dianne Walsh

s Christine Pennington at Palm Garden
s Ashley Fowler at University Place
s Yolanda Jameau at University Place

W e l c o m e  N e w  V o l u n t e e r s

Mary Barwick
By Karen and Linda

Every Wednesday afternoon, I put
Linda in her car seat and take her
over to see Ms. Mary. As soon as we
walk into the building, Linda is the
belle of the ball. Everyone loves to
see her, and all the extra attention
makes her all smiles.

Over in room 235, Ms. Mary
invites us to come in and pull up a chair. We chat for a bit. Before long, Ms.
Mary is unable to resist playing patty-cake with Linda. It’s a somewhat one-
sided game since Linda is 9 months old and hasn’t quite figured out how to
clap yet; but Linda likes to watch Ms. Mary clap and chant and Ms. Mary
enjoys the fact that it always makes Linda smile. They’ve been playing every
week for six months now, so Ms. Mary and I are both looking forward to the
day Linda starts clapping back.

Ms. Mary has spent her entire life caring for people. First, she cared for
her daughter, Susan, who she spent many years waiting for and was finally able
to adopt. Later, she insisted that both of her husband’s parents live with her
instead of in a nursing home. Then, her husband got sick and needed her
constant care for the rest of his life.

Now that she is in a nursing home herself, Ms. Mary enjoys doing
anything she can to care for her fellow residents and the staff. For example, her
room is right across the hall from the beauty parlor. She has given the
beautician a standing invitation to use the bathroom in her room instead of
having to walk all the way around the building to the public restrooms. Ms.
Mary also enjoys sharing any extra food she didn’t eat with her roommate, Ms.
Lucinda Jackson (who loves to play peek-a-boo with Linda).

Linda rarely gets to see her “real” great-grandparents because they all live in
other states. But family is more than blood, and Linda and I are glad to have
Ms. Mary in our extended family.

Donations in MEMORY of
[ Adelaide Mendonça, by Josh 

and Sarah McCoy
[ John Geczi, by Henry and 

Barbara Swerkes
[ Ruth Hovland, by Gretchen 

Grigsby and Dianne Walsh
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